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VISUAL ARTS
‘TWENTY 4 ART’
26 - 28 August
Pamphill Parish Hall, WIMBORNE, BH21 4ED
10am - 4.30pm. £1. www.twenty4art.co.uk.
“Annual charity art and craft show.”

BROADSTONE ART SOCIETY SUMMER
EXHIBITION
28 August - 1 September 
Church House, High Street, WIMBORNE, BH21
1HT. 10am - 5pm. 01202 888461 /
www.broadstoneartsociety.org. “Framed and
unframed works in various media.”

BRISTOL ART TRAIL
1 - 3 September
Venues throughout BRISTOL.
www.bristolarttrail.com. “Set out over the first
weekend of September, Bristol Art Trail offers
the opportunity for everyone living and working
within a Bristol postcode to open their home,
studio, shop or gallery to the public.”

CITY & GUILDS EMBROIDERY EXHIBITION
1 - 3 September
Hill Cottage, Tor Hole, CHEWTON MENDIP, BA3
4LS. 10am - 5pm. 01761 241539. “A
celebration of vibrant textile artistry, not to be
missed.”

BRUNEL BRODERERS: ‘UNDERPINNING’
5 - 10 September
44AD, 4 Abbey Street, BATH, BA1 1NN. Tuesday
- Saturday 11am - 5pm. 07753 378325 /
www.44ad.net.

52. SKETCH 2017
Drawing is in a state of flux, its popularity accompanied by uncertainty about what constitutes this art-form and the selections for
Sketch 2017 continue to challenge the concept of what a sketchbook is and for. One searches for intimacy and authenticity,
questioning the role that these notebooks play in an artist’s practice. Anne Desmet’s people and places evidence a sketchbook as
constant companion. Development and observation are presented by Richard Eastwood whose little abstract colour experiments segue
into lively figure studies of Poussin’s A Dance to the Music of Time.
The two fattest sketchbooks, gloriously rich and full of dark seductive surfaces are by Laura Hudson. Torn paper shapes, edges
darkened by charcoal are collaged or used as stencils creating negative central spaces. Barbara Sykes’ Fictional Heads is a focused
exploration of one theme. Pale colour and spare marks trace lip, eyelid, ear. These damaged bruised drawings are a poignant
examination of the nature of the human condition. Bénat Olaberria’s yellow lines scrawl across dark areas of tone alongside the fuzzy
mark-making characteristic of mono-printing. In his second larger book powerful charcoal drawings revel in exuberant, passionate
drama whilst retaining the same confident line. In complete contrast are the supremely delicate, fragile spiders webs spreading across
Christine Mackey’s R-Connaissance Book 1. 
Anny Evason’s exquisite pencil drawings, smudged and rubbed out, encapsulate abandoned scrubland of derelict seaboard
landscapes. Melanie Wickham’s beautifully observed studies of museum specimens of birds make heartbreaking references to oil
spills that kill these exquisite creatures of air and sea. Van Gogh’s mark-making is suggested in Gary Barker’s acutely observed sepia
ink drawings. Tumbling figures and suspended buildings in his second sketchbook reveal a febrile and complex imagination.
These sketchbooks were outstanding examples of the genre in a rich and diverse exhibition. This, the fourth Sketch open, is only
made possible by the tireless work of Rabley Contemporary director Meryl Ainslie. One hundred sketchbooks were selected from an
international submission of over 520 and the exhibition will tour to three other venues. 
Fiona Robinson
22 July - 3 September: The Long Gallery, Black Swan Arts, 2 Bridge Street, FROME, BA11 1BB. Monday- Saturday 10am- 4pm.
01373 473980 / www.blackswan.org.uk / www.rableydrawingcentre.com.

‘MODERN’
12 September - 29 April
The Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Queen
Street, EXETER, EX4 3RX. Tuesday - Sunday
10am - 5pm. 01392 265858 /
www.exeter.gov.uk/RAMM. “This diverse
selection features two works by the British Pop
Art movement artist Brian Rice which are shown
for the first time, having been gifted to RAMM
through the Art Fund. Other works include
Barbara Hepworth’s remarkable figurative
drawing Preparation, Leighton Hall Woolatt’s
Post Eleven Speaking and Patrick Heron’s Two
Vermilions, Green and Purple in Red.”
Above: Brian Rice ‘Devon’ (Mixed media, 1996)

SOMERSET ART WEEKS: FESTIVAL
23 September - 8 October
Locations throughout SOMERSET.
www.somersetartworks.org.uk. “Contemporary
visual arts, new commissions, exhibitions and
events in more than 100 venues across the
county.”

BARBARA SYKES
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